The Three R's

Readin', Ritin’, and the River
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JUNE 13 - JUNE 26, 1993

THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH WOMEN hosicd a
fund raising luncheon Wednesday, June 2nd and
Thursday, June 3rd. Guests were participants in the
Elderhostel program being held in Natchez June 1-6 in
connection  with the 1993 Natchez Literary
Celebration. The Elderhostel is sponsored in Natchez
by Copiah-Lincoln Community College. More than
170 people toured Trinity Church and had a delicious
lunch.  Carolyn Winters and Page Parker did an
outstanding job of co-chairing the event and had a
number of ECW members helping with cooking and
serving. Thanks ladies for an especially nice job!
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Two from MDCC
attend literary event

Rosemary Wright of Ruleville, a
Political Science instructor at
MDCC, and freshman Secondary
Education major Paul Corerro of
Greenwood, recently atiended the
fourth annual Natchez Literary Cel-
ebration which was co-: Sponscﬂ:d
by Copiah-Lincoln C:

upon whose waters have crested the
literary inventions of gencrations of
writers, according to one story.
Several conference topics dealt
with the history of Southem blacks,
according to Co-Lin English
Department Coordinator, “Because

College and the Natchez Hnawnca]
Park,

The three day event featured 16
noted authors and scholars whose
lectures followed this year's theme
“The Three R's: Readin’, Ritin' and
the River.” Special guests included
such well known Mississippians as
Will Campbell, Elizabeth Spencer,
Jerry Clower and Willie Morris.

“The focal point of this year's cel-
cbration was the Mississippi River
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a good deal ol
culture is inextricably intertwined
with the history of the Mississippi
River."

One lecture, by Cambridge Uni-
versity visiting fellow Shelly Fisher
Fishkin, was entitled "Was Huck
Black? Mark Twain and African-
American Voices” and was a new
interpretation of Mark Twain's
“Adventures of Huckleberry Finn"
which some have criticized for its
negative depiction of blacks.

Thursday, June 24, 1993
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Nanme ss# Address

Dr. William S. Coker 552-38-5751 13082 Rosirito Place,
PENSACOLA FL 32506

Dr. William Ferris 427-86-5768 1700 Jefferson Avenue,
OXFORD MS 38655

Dr. shelley Fisher Fishkin 041-46-6644 7706 Stonehaven Circle,
AUSTIN TX 78731

Mr. Ernest Gaines 434-42-9853 942 Divisadero St.,
SAN FRANCISCO CA 94115

Dr. Thomas H. Gandy 439-12-1916 408 North Pearl st.,
NATCHEZ MS 39120

Dr. John Guice 425-64-6904 708 Huntindon Place,
HATTIESBURG MS 39402

Mr. John Hoesterey 107-44-1122 7774 S. Elizabeth Wy.,
LITTLETON CO 80122

Mr. A.J. Jaeger 427-98-3377 802 Lakeland Dr.,
JACKSON MS 39216

Mr. Hillery Jacque Knight 428-98-8316 Faculty Apts.,
Tougaloo College
TOUGALOO MS 39174

Dr. Charles Lowery 424-42-9100 609 Sherwood Rd.,
STARKVILLE MS 39762

Mr. Willie Morris 426-62-6123 408 East Northside Dr.,
JACKSON MS 39206

Dr. Peggy Prenshaw 426-80-7597 6961 S. Fieldgate Ct.,
BATON ROUGE LA 70808

Dr. Robert V. Remini 053-16-6185 215 Ninth st.,
WILMETTE IL 60091

Dr. David S. Sansing 428-54-1117 Rt. 1 Box 18,

e ¥ e
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OXFORD MS 38655



Name ss# Address

Ms. Elizabeth Spencer 408-40-5268 402 Longleaf Drive,
CHAPEL HILL NC 27514

Dr. Charles G. Vahlkamp 404-40-9826 875 Shadeland,
DANVILLE KY 40422

Mr. Terrence Winschel 181-48-2349 324 Silver Creek Dr.,
VICKSBURG MS 39180
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Outstanding

Natchezian

Carolyn Vance Smith is Outstanding!

She goes by the name Carolyn Vance Smith, but she could easily go by
"Carolyn, the Wordsmith." This award-winning teacher, journalist, and author
has been selected as the Natchez Digest's July Outstanding Citizen for her ability
to ignite the creativity and leadership of her fellow Natchezians to establish the
Natchez Literary Celebration (NLC). With the help of Copiah-Lincoln Junior
College (Co-Lin) and the National Park Service, Smith has been able to pull
together what the evaluator of the Mississippi Humanities Council (MHC), Dr.
John Guice has deemed the best expenditure of Humanities Council money in the
United States. Dr. Guice attributes the success of the NLC to its diversity.
Others feel strongly about the celebration as well.

*I do not know of anything that has provided me with so much pleasure
and satisfaction," states William F. Winter, former Governor of Mississippi.

"It is beyond question the best program this evaluator has been part of
during many years of involvement in Mississippi and elsewhere," said Dr.
Charles D. Lowery, former MHC evaluator of the '92 NLC.

"Congratulations to organizers of the '93 NLC for a successful program
of unparalleled quality and variety," says Connie Taunton, Convention and
Visitors Bureau.

In the past two years, Smith has been able to attain the largest grants
from the Humanities Council that have ever been awarded. She credits Brad
Chism for his expertise in writing grant applications.

The NLC does reach a wide range of people. Not only were great
works of literature discussed among thousands of well-read people, but art
contests were held for children of all ages. The NLC also had a special
combination of an evening with Dr. William Ferris, Director of the Center for
Southern Studies and Jerry Clower, Mississippi folklorist. People from all

it and soci ic levels partici "There is nothing more fun
for these people than to listen, learn and discuss ideas. We are turning the
corner on the couch potato generation. People of all levels come to the NLC to
celebrate books, education, learning and knowledge.

Smith, again under the wing of Co-Lin, directs one of the hottest
Elderhostel programs in the country. The NLC and the Elderhostel program
both bring tourism dollars to Natchez during the slow season.

Smith draws energy for all of these activities through the support and
encouragement of her husband, Marion, her children, Emily and William, her
parents, Bill and Harriet, and her colleagues at Co-Lin. "I, Carolyn Vance
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Carolyn Vance Smith, Outstanding Natchezian.

-Lin Administration, Faculty, and students

supportive of the activities that I enjoy, but to take the lead to make it succeed.

Smith, am so deeply indebted that my colleagues at Co-Lin would not only be

Dean Travis Thornton and the Co-

made this happen.

Carolyn Vance Smith is outstanding! Smith has authored and co-

authored numerous books.

An_ History,

Her latest include: Natchez: An Illustrated

Natchez by Design, The Goat Castle Murder, Secrets of Natchez, and many,

many more! ® by Elizabeth Netterville
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February 17, 1993

For immediate release in the Mississippi Community/Junior College

newsletter
A Southern Phenomenon: The Natchez Literary Celebration
Reading isn't just alive. It's kicking! Nothing proves this more

than the annual Natchez Literary Celebration, set for June 2-6, 1993.

Hundreds are expected for this international

by
Copiah-Lincoln Community College and the National Park Service.

With the irresistible theme, "The Three R's: Readin', 'Ritin',
and the River," the conference will feature lectures, concerts, tours,
a Civil War re-enactment, films, writing workshops, ETV's "Return to
the River" and more. For low-cost tickets, call Natchez Box Office
(601) 445-0353 or 1-800-862-3259.
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Natchez Literary Celebration

Readin’, ’Ritin’
and the River

By SARAHSUE
GOLDSMITH
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GUEST SPEAKER.
Today we have with us Mrs, Camyn Vance
i, 2o wll alk with us bt he Foth
Annual Natehes Literazy Celsbration, of which she
is chairman.

SPRING PROJECT
Our spring servics piojct, reading to day care students i
the CerLin day care has been o great success, You may.
il veluntess to pactcpate in this proet, Seo Mendez,

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
The next rtg\l.larly schoduled mening of the English Club
will be 4

The Humanities Banguet, will bo Aprl 27 2t 7:00 pan. in
the CorLin cafeeri,
clib Tshir, Jennifer Wiggins dosigned the shirts,
which il b teal green with flourescent. erango priat.
The Esglish Club embles will b in tho ront uppr cmner
and on the back. Write your T-shirt sz n the list
being passed around

ou must be present, {0 Tceive .

DOOR PRIZE
Tho dor prie for this meeting is & green otted

LATELY... f’
Last night The Natimal Stakmps G pramed i
senditon of Tho Canedy of Brars. The
wndufll Thes who misted this o
‘missod o,

nity troly

The Durr Wallker Euwpean Study Tour
Gmp leaves Jackson temerrew at 2:25 PIL

's bopo they come bemo enlightened,
hm..; been to the marvelsus home of the
et Exglish angusgel
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September 24-26, 1992

Edison Walthall Hotel
Jackson, Missssippi
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SPECIAL VIEW: Si Mary
Cainole Chureh from. the

fuscinain lectures o a vaiety
of topis, the celebration will
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the Naichez Asociaion for th
Preservaton of Afro-American
Gt Museum snd & program
by word-fmous humorist Jery
Clower
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fo capture the old town charm
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service of The Natchez Demacrat
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THE THREE R'S - READIN', RITIN' AND THE RIVER
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LITERARY
Cr)

NsTCHEZ, Misstssteel
JNE 26,1993
presents

The Three R

Lectures and Presentations

* Mr. John Hoesterey, Historian, National Park Service,
Denver: The Heritage of the Mississippi River

* Dr. William S,

Florida: Spaniards, Frenchmen, and Englishmen on

the Mississippi River,

. Coker, Historian, University of West

* Dr. Charles Lowery, Historian, Mississippi State
University: Language Without Inhibition: Hyperbole,
Fantasy, and Tall Tales in the Early Days on the
Mississippi

. n. Robert V. Remini, Historian, University of Illinos,
Aaron Burr and the Great Conspiracy on the
um.mpm River

* Dr. David G. Sansing, Historian, University of
Mississippi: From the Mississippi River to the River
Thames: The Black Swan of Natchez

schel, Historian, National Park
Mississippi: The Mississippi River

* Mr. Terrence W
rvice, Vicksbur
and the Civil War

* Dr. Charles G. Vahlkamp, Film Expert, Centre
e, Danville, Kentucky: Discussions of Three
Films: "Huck Finn," "Good Old Boy," and ""The
Autobiography of Miss Jane Pittman""

* Dr. Thomas H. Gandy, Historian, Natchez, Mississippi
The Mississippi River and Steamboats: Mud, Water,
Boats, and Steam

* Dr. Shelley Fisher . Scholar, Cambr
University tge, England: Was Huck Black?
Mark Twain and African-American Voices

* M. Hillery Jacque Knight ITI, Poet, Tougaloo
College, Tougaloo, Mississippi: The Romance of
Poetry and the River’s Invitation

« Mr. Willie Morris, Author, Jackson, Mississippi
The Rivers in My Life

+ Dr. Peggy W. Prenshaw, Scholar, Louisiana State
University: Elizabeth Spencer's Landscapes of the
Heart

Ms. Elizabeth Spencer. Author, University of North
Carolina: Port Claiborne: A Reading with Commentary

+ Mr. Ernest Gaines, Author, University of
Southwestern Louisiana: Of Men and Rivers

Dr. William Ferris,

holar, University of Mississippi:
Storytelling Along the River Road

+ Mr. Jerry Clower, Humorist and Author
Liberty, Mississippi: Stories from Home

Ay

Other Celebration Events
Toursof historic homes and sites near the iver
Premicre of Mississippi ETV's Return t0 the River
Film festival: Hiuck Finn, Good O1d Boy, and The Autobiography of Miss Jane Pittman

Pops concert by the Mississippi S

nphony Orchestra
Re-enactment o the Civil War Union occupation of Natcher.
Wiiting workshops and booksigning
Exhibits, entertainments, meals, and parties
$110 for full package » $20 for lectures only » Other events from $5
For tickets, call Natchez Box Office 1-800-862-3259 or (601) 445-0353

Presented by Copiah-Lincoln Community College and the National Park Service's
Natchez National Historical Park and Natchez Trace Parkway

Program partially funded by the Mississippi Humanities Council
nd the Mississippi Arts Commission
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Mississippi Writers Association

Vol 1No1

‘Winnfred Smith, Editor

June 1993

Noteworthy Contents
Annual Conference_
Memo from the Pre:
Help,

Letter from the Editor

T suppose you noticed you've missed a newsletter
or two lately. We certainly noticed it, and offer
our apologizes. We've been doing a little

Treasury Notes,
May Workshop,
Writing Contest,

Annual Conference

6th Annual Mississippi Writers
Conference is June 6

“Will D. Campbell, author of Brother of A
Dragonfly, and Providence, and eight other fitles,
will be the featured speaker at the 6th annual
Mississippi Writers Conference. The conference
will be held Sunday, June 6th, in Natchez",
according to Jo Barksdale, President of the
Mississippi Writers Association.

"Our regular meetings are held in Jackson,
"Barksdale says, "But this year we're moving our
annual conference to Natchez as a adjunct to the
Natchez Literary Celebration. We want people to
be able to take advantage of both programs.”

“The Natchez Literary Celebration's title this year
was also a natural for the Mississippi Writers
Association. The Three R's: Readin, Riting, and
the River, is about the contributions that
Mississippi writers' have, and are still, making to
literature. The MWA's goal is to nurture and

but more on that later. I also
suppose you're wondering who I am, so let's get
that out of the way. My name is Winnfred Smith,
I'm a supervisor in the Information Services
Quality Assurance area with Vickers, Inc. here in
Jackson. My writing experience is business
documents and newsletter articles, with hopes of
more fun stuffin the future. In the mean time, I've
assumed the responsibility as Editor of this
Newsletter. But enough about me.

‘We plan a new look for the Newsletter. Along
with a different face, we plan informative articles,
announcements of coming events and more.

There's a lot of things in the works for the
Mississippi Writers Association (MWA). Details
of those events can be found in this and the
comiing issues. This month we will be focusing
primarily on the Annual Literary Conference in
Natchez in June

Preparing newsletter content is difficult at best so
if there is something you specifically want to see
included or perhaps you have an article yourself,
let me or Jo Barksdale know.

Thanks and I hope to hear from you.

Wepndped

"To Nurture & Educate Writers"
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THE AWARD-VVINNING 1HIRD ANNUAL

NATCHEZ LITERARY CELEBRATION

Bpain Comes 1o Natohes

COMMEMORATING THE COLUMBUS QUINCENTENNIAL, 1492 - 1992
NATCHEZ, MIsSISSIPPI
THURSDAY - SATURDAY, JUNE 4 - 6, 1992

Lectures on Spanish Natchez, 1779-1798, by intemational scholars and writers
Tours of 18th-century Spanish houses

Re-enactment of Spanish military regiments encamped at Natchez

Tales of Spanish Natchez for children by international storyteller

Exhibits of artifacts, paintings, and books about 18th-century Natchez

Lavish parties and meals in Spanish-era houses

EkEEEEE

Grande finale, " An Evening at Concord," a living history dinner, program, and concert

Reservations are required for most events,
Prices range from $5 per day (for lectures only) up to $80 for three days of lectures,
house tours, three meals, parties, and special events.

For Ticket Information
Gall 1-800-647-6724 or (601) 442-9111 or write
tchez Liteary Celebration

P.0.B0x 894
Natchez, Ms 39121-0894

Trce Fakay
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